
10th Judicial District 
Johnson County, Kansas 



 Johnson County Sheriff’s Office
 12 Municipal Police Departments plus 

unincorporated area
Total county force of over 1,700 officers 
2009 17,732 booked into Jo Co Jail  

Steve Howe, District Attorney 
 Specialized Units:  Major Cases, Appeals, Warrants, 

Commitments,  Domestic Violence, Economic Crime, 
Drugs, Juvenile, Sex Crimes, Traffic and Interns

 2009 case filing stats
• Total 4,824
• Criminal 3,157
• Domestic Violence 1,668
• Traffic  13,292
• Juvenile Offender 2,551
• CINC (Child in Need of Care) 451 /146 Truancy



Frank Denning, Sheriff 
Administers the jail
Serves civil process papers and criminal 

warrants
Provides dispatch for the Sheriff’s Office 

(SO), Unincorporated areas and 12 cities
Direct patrol
 Investigations for SO and cities as 

requested
Crime lab and CSI county-wide 
Offender registry
 Courthouse security  

Olathe facility constructed in 1985
New Century “phase 1” constructed in 2000
New Century “phase 2” opened in 2009
Olathe closed in 2010 for booking center 

remodel
Current capacity 818 Beds
1087 capacity when both sites are open 

Current Census
• 2010 Average Daily Population (ADP) 800
• Average length of stay (LOS) 17.2 days 
• Average daily cost $104  



Thomas Foster, Chief Judge 
• 24.5 District Court and Magistrate Judges 

 Michael McLain, Court Administrator
• Court Administration 
• Clerk of the Court
• Court Reporters
• Administrative Assistants 
• Research Attorneys 
• District Court Trustee 
• Court Services 

Kathleen Rieth, Chief Court Services Officer  
• Adult (Pre-trial, Pre-Sentence and Probation)
• Juvenile (Juvenile Intake and Assessment, 

Diversion and Probation)
• Domestic Relations (Divorce Mediation, Child  

Custody Investigations, Supervised Exchange 
and Visitation)   



Elizabeth Gillespie, Director 
Adult (Pre-trial Assessment, Intensive 

Supervision Probation, House Arrest, Adult 
Residential Center – Probation and Work 
Release )

 Juvenile (Juvenile Intake and Assessment ,  
House Arrest, Intensive Supervision Probation, 
Juvenile Justice Authority Case Management , 
Juvenile Detention Center) 

 Juvenile Detention Center 
 Capacity 69
 Youth and Family Services Center to open in 2011 with 

additional 33 beds
 2009 ADP: 54
 2010 ADP to date: 55.7
 Average Daily Cost: $278.41

Adult Residential Center 
 Capacity  449 (348 current with 2 units closed) 348 current with 2 units closed) 
 2009 ADP: 247.82009 ADP: 247.8
 2010 ADP to date: 251 
 Average Daily Cost:  $52.59 Probation - $40.05  Work 

Release



Created by BOCC resolution 2008
Criminal Justice Coordinator Position 

also created  
Community and Justice System 

Representation  
Projects have included study of juvenile 

and adult systems and related 
recommendations
•

Employment of Evidence-Based Practices
 Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative

• Kansas Juvenile Justice Authority will lead this project 
statewide       

• Goals will include data analysis of juvenile detention 
population 

• Low level offenders and technical violators are examples 
of offenders who should be placed in alternative 
programming 

• Youth who spend time in detention are more likely to not 
graduate, have low wage jobs, abuse substances and end 
up in criminal system 



 Introduction of Alternatives to 
Incarceration within the jail setting
• Second Chance Act Grant received which will 

provide funding for Reentry Programming in 
2011  

• Justice and Mental Health Collaboration 
Program Grant received which will provide 
funding for Mental Health Professional Co-
Responder and Mental Health Case Manager to 
increase diversion in effort to reduce the 
mentally ill in the justice system 
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