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A Brief History of Public Art Policy -Making and Legislation

United States and Kansas City, Missouri



Downtown Hillsboro, KS c. 1908

City Hall and Fire Department, Webb City, MO, c. 1898 

Kansas City, MO, (Grand) c. 1910 Yerba Buena, CA (San Francisco), c. 1890 



Public Art Policy and Legislation in the U. S.:

Å1900-1910 - 3,000 Village Improvement/City Beautiful associations

Å1935 - 1943 - Works Progress Administration (WPA) Federal Art Program

Å1959 - Philadelphia passes the first one percent for art ordinance in the U.S.

Å1965 - National Endowment for the Arts is established

Å1970 - Kansas City Council adopts Resolution 37682 - 1% art set -aside of 

construction costs for new or renovated municipal buildings

Å1972 - The Government Services Administration (GSA) Art in Architecture 

program established

Å1986 - Kansas City Council unanimously approves the one percent for art 

ordinance

Å2010 - Over 350 municipal public art programs in the United States
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NOTE: Nationwide, the U.S. General Services Administrationôs Art in Architecture 

Program allocates one-half of one percent of the estimated construction cost be set-

aside for public art for eligible new Federal buildings ïbased in Washington, D.C.
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Martin, Palm Beach County, Stuart

FT Laud, Lauderhill, Sunrise, Tamarac, Coconut Creek
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Public Art

May include works selected and funded through public process 

and/or. . .



Public Art

Works selected and funded through private process



KC + Arts + Design: A Convenient Truth 



Kansas City Municipal Art Commission

Of the 29 largest metropolitan areas in the United States, Kansas City ranks 25 th or 26 th yet. . . 

ÅWe are fourth in concentration of graphic designers

ÅSixth in concentration of industrial and commercial designers

ÅSeventh in the concentration of visual artists and 

ÅTwelfth in the concentration of architects  

The Artistic Dividend Revisited , Project on Regional and Industrial Economics

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
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R. M. Fischer

Sky Stations and 50 interior hanging light sculptures, 1994

Stainless steel and aluminum

Bartle Hall Convention Center



Economic 

Development Corporation

Mid America Regional Council

KC Conventions and 

Visitors Association

Channel 9

Downtown Council Annual Report

105.1 Jack FM 

Ziggy
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http://www.visitkc.com/index.cfm
http://blogkc.com/


Kristin Jones & Andrew Ginzel

Polarities, 2003-2004

Terrazzo Floors with Inlaid Mosaic Medallions

Kansas City International Airport


